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Common Ground, a progressive social 
housing project in inner-east Sydney, 
has achieved a unique accolade: the first 
5 star Green Star Multi Unit Residential 
Design v1 rating in New South Wales.

The project required a collaborative 
approach from those involved – including 
developer Grocon, consulting engineers 
Norman, Disney & Young (NDY), and 
architecture firm Hassell – and the team 
worked on a pro-bono basis.

Many Common Ground residents  
are chronically homeless, but are  
now provided with stable, high-quality 
permanent housing.

“The design team was very conscious 
of budget and the intended use of 
the building, and these informed 
the decisions taken,” says NDY 
senior electrical engineer and project 
coordinator Bernard Farrell. “The 
building was required to be robust, 
provide low running cost and ease  
of operation, while requiring minimal 

maintenance. These requirements were 

key drivers in many of the engineering 

solutions and system selections.”

Farrell says the initial 3D design 

modelling allowed a far higher level  

of coordination during the design  

phase, and ultimately assisted with  

the constructability of the project.

“Passive design features such as  

natural ventilation were incorporated 

into the design, thereby greatly reducing 

the energy usage and operational 

complexity of the building,” says NDY 

sustainability leader and Green Star-

accredited professional Chris Nunn.

“From a design perspective, the building’s 

inner spine is key to the ventilation,”  

says Nunn. “The apartments are arranged 

around a central atrium, creating  

a stack effect to improve ventilation 

throughout. This is supported by the 

high-performance building facade and  

glazing, which minimise the amount 

of energy the building requires  
to moderate temperature.”

Solar panels supplement the domestic  
hot water, and a centralised hydronic 
heating system serves each apartment.  
A master switch located at the door to 
each apartment turns off all the lights 
and power.

Other on-site facilities include medical 
rooms, computer training areas, an 
art room, exercise facilities, and a 
community garden complete with 
composting facilities and a worm farm.

Contracted by Housing NSW, 
construction of the 104-unit building 
started in August 2010 and was completed 
in November 2011. Grocon built the 
facility at cost, and returned $1.4 million 
in savings to NSW Housing.

The Camperdown project builds on an 
earlier collaboration between NDY and 
Grocon on the Common Ground project 
in Melbourne, completed in 2010. z

Uncommon commitment
A Sydney 5 star Green Star project is far from a typical social housing complex.

Common Ground social housing in Sydney received the first 5 star Green Star Multi Unit Residential Design v1 rating in New South Wales. 


